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Aurora. [NOAA]
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POLAR Satellite image of Earth’s aurora, 2000
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Guarding the Zmajski Most Bridge,
Ljubljana, Slovenia.
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Funnel cloud, Oklahoma, 5/1981. Texas, 6/1995. [NOAA]

Mature tornado funnels of all sizes, shapes, and colors.




Fig. 48. — Trombe sur terre.



Mature funnel, Oklahoma, 5/1981. [NOAA] Roping out, Oklaoa, 5/1981. [NOAA]

] In the dark of night. [source unknown]




Edmonton, Canada, 7/1987. Oklahoma City, 1999. [source unknown]
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Uprooted trees on a steep sl‘opein Kentucky, 4/1974.

7, ¢

Cycloidal mark in wheat field,
Texas, 4/1973. (see car for scale) Tornado destruction tracks.



Lake Huron, 10/1999. [NOAA]

Lake Tahoe, 1998. <www.stanford.edu>

Multiple waterspouts. [NOAA |



Multiple waterspouts. [NOAA]

Waterspout in lightning, Florida, 6/2001. Triple waterspouts, from an oil rig.
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Deadly brushstrokes of tormado
paths underscore the fact that
the United States suffers more
tornadoes than any other nation. ot
A thousand or so touch down in Boulder® 2
the continental U.S. each year o : ; 77 - : 7
as warm, moistair from the COLO. - i 59 S vl 4 . e 3 2 ig)e o 4 e N IMD~ 2 Whshington, D.C.
Gulf of Mexico clashes with - g 7 / ’—\
cool, dry air flowing eastward
off the Rocky Mountains. The
storms, which typically' move
from Southwest ta northeast,
claimed 55 lives in 2002. But
tornadoes are a global menace
(map below). Wherever warm,
humid winds blow over con-
| land i
are possible.
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U.S. TORNADO PATHS
January 1950 - June 2003
Fujita scale mph
/ F5 Incredible 261-318
207 260
158 206
F2 Significant 13157
FI Moderate 73 112
FO Gale 40 72
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National Geographic, 4/2004
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